INDEX 


Page: 


Barcode  Number 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

!■■!!!  ■!!!! !!!'!  I!!!1 "!" '"" '"" '"" IIIM  ll"1  ,,,,N  •■  " 


0  021   174  747  R 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 
■■■ll!  ■■ !!  !■"■  "Hl '"" '"" "," ""' ""  "',|  ",  M|1  n'1 


0  021  174  748  1 
LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

■■ijjj  iiji'iiin  iiiii  iiiii  mil  urn  um  nm  mi  Mi  u  i  uu 


0  021  174  749  3 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 
■III  iiiii  iiiii  I!!!!  i!i!  ll!!! !!!!!  !(!'""■' "" mil 


I 


0  021  174  750  fi 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

'  "ill  Mill  iiiii  Hi!!  lli.'l  II!!! !!!!! !!!!! !!!!!  iiniir.ni, 


_      0  021   174  751   1 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

"<"  Jili'i!lii!l!!!!!!!!!l!!"""<",,,,>11"1"1"11"" 


0  021  174  752  3 


l:IBRftRY  0F  CONGRESS 

i  ill!  I,!!;  j!!!1""""*1  mi  mi 


■;■;;;  ii  !«i"  mn  iiiihi 


0  021  174  753  5 
LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

III  !i  iiiiii    IJ:11":;"1- '"!'  •"'   mi  mn  lllll  llli  mi 


0  021   174  754  7 


Box  Number 


Total  of 
Volumes 


P? 


<& 


V 


Call  Number 


t23oZo-L53.orS.SWI 


n 


$51 


'3 


%5% 


H 


<J 


l& 


LC3iCi  (mO 


IS 


%0 


Lcm-UHb  .GL 


37 


%\A 


LCMPS-lCWItF 


I 


H 


*<T3£7  A    (WW^-tK*^^^ 


X  Collection 


INDEX 


Page: 


2. 


Barcode  Number 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

!!:!!!!!!!   iiiii  iiiii  inn  urn  i ■  mi  ,„ 


Ililll 

0  021  174  755  9 


LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

i  ill  ill  ill!!  iiiii  iiiii  iiii'l  !■" '"" ","  "l"  "'"  ■""  ■■" 1Hl 


0  021  174  756  0 


LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

& !!!,'! !!!!! !!H! !!!!! !! ! !!!!!  jl'ii  iiiii  inn  iiiii  mi  iii 


0  021  174  757  2~ 

LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

jjli' jliji  III"  iiiii  iiiii  iiiii  in  ii 


0  021   174  758  4 


LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 
'■III!  iii  iiiii i !!! !!■!  ■" ""  " mi ■"' '■■< 


III 


0  021  174  759  6 


LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 


M 


— 


0  021   174  760  2 


Box  Number 


%n 


ftia 


W 


%*i 


%s 


W 


Total  of 
Volumes 


W 


Call  Number 


LC$T-&~Umi    .YS  ^Cr.'A 


i/S 


m 


11 


L3i3l.jp-  LOO &S 


LCH05-LDZH515 


31 


LDloHt-LVWl.5z 


%1     Tlo 


£mfffv/ 


U>5Wg'LOlo$iMS 


X  Collection 
INDEX 


Page:_ 


1> 


c 


Barcode  Number 


LIBRARY  OF  CONGRESS 

mi  mil  iiiii  utii  inn  urn  urn  urn  mi  urn  mi  mi 


0  021   174  865  5 


Box  Number 


667A 


Total  of 
Volumes 


\z 


Call  Number 


C 


L                         M-FEB25    S?ATEMENT  0F  PURP°SE,   PROGRAM  AND  POLICY 
JfWfti  t.^'-jl'  Tr^,„T,__„  „„,„ „„„_ 


HIGHLANDER  FOLK  SCHOOL 
Monteagle,  Tennessee 


We  reaffirm  our  faith  in  democracy  as  a  goal  that  will  bring  dignity  and  freedom 

all;  in  democracy  as  an  expanding  concept  encompassing  human  relations  from 
the  smallest  community  organization  to  international  structure;  and  permeating 
all  economic,  social  and  political  activities. 

Democracy  to  us  means  that  membership  in  the  human  family  entitles  all  to 
freedom  of  thought  and  religion,  to  equal  rights  to  a  livelihood,  education  and 

alth;  to  equal  opportunity  to  participate  in  the  cultural  life  of  the  community 
snd  to  equal  access  to  public  services. 

We  hold  that  democracy  is  inactive  unless  workers  are  given  a  full  voice  in 
industry  through  unions;  or  farmers  are  given  a  voice  in  the  market  place 
nnrough  cooperatives;  or  where  freedom  of  thought  and  discussion  is  limited; 
that  democracy  is  outlawed  by  legally  entrenched  discrimination  and  segregation; 
that  there  must  be  diversity  of  approach  but  each  step  must  be  in  conformity 
iih  the  goal,  which  is  dishonored  by  each  undemocratic  act. 

:h  a  democratic  goal,  we  are  in  a  position  to  fight  anything  that  gets  in 
the  way,  whether  it  be  totalitarian  communism,  or  fascism  or  monopoly  dominated 
dtalism. 

Tr.e  purpose  of  the  Highlander  Folk  School  is  to  assist  in  creating  leadership 
for  democracy.  Our  services  are  available  to  labor,  farm,  community,  religious, 
I  civic  organizations  working  toward  a  democratic  goal. 

The   nature  of  a  specific  educational  program  will  be  determined  by  the  needs  of 
\  le   students. 

See  of  the  services  of  the  School  by  individual  organizations  will  be  in  accord- 
ance with  their  own  policies  so  long  as  these  policies  do  not  conflict  with  the 

roses  of  the  School.  A  staff  member  will  assist  in  planning  and  coordinating 
ill  programs. 

fhs  policies  and  programs  of  the  School  are  wholly  determined  by  an  Executive 
;.ncil  composed  of  the  staff  and  recognized  Southern  leaders. 

-igrilander  Folk  School  is  supported  by  contributions  from  individuals,  organiza- 
tions served  by  the  School,  foundations  and  tuition. 

nines  call  for  an  affirmative  program,  based  on  a  positive  goal.  An  army 
;  nemocracy  deeply  rooted  in  the  lives,  struggles  and  traditions  of  the  American 
_e  must  be  created.  By  broadening  the  scope  of  democracy  to  include  everyone, 
reepening  the  concept  to  include  every  relationship,  the  army  of  democracy 
be  so  vast  and  so  determined  that  nothing  undemocratic  could  stand  in  its 
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UNITED  STATES  DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Extension  Service 

Washington  25,   D.  C. 

PR05BAH 

CONFERENCE  ON  RURAL  READING 

•  September  24-26,  1951 
Washington,  D,  C, 

Conference  Boon  B  -  Departmental  Auditorium 
Constitution  Avenue  Between  Twelfth  and  Fourteenth  Streets,  N,  W, 

Monday.   September  24 

10:00  a.m.  Presiding  M.  L,   Wilson,  Director  of  Extension 

Work 

Welcome 

10:20  a.m.  Reading  and  Rural  Life  Dr.   Carl  Woodvrard,  President, 

University  of  Rhode  Island 

10:50  a.m.  Recess 

11:00  a.m.  Organization  of  the  conference 

Eunice  Heywood,  Extension  Service, 
*  U.S.D.A. 

11:20  a.m.  Symposium  -  What  Is  Known  About  What  and  Why  People  Read 

Chairman  -  Dr.  Ralph  Shaw,  Librarian, 

U.S.D.A. 
Dr.   Robert  Leigh,   Columbia  University 
A.   L,  McNeal,  University  of  Tenn, 
Ruth  Warncke,  Librarian,  Kent  County, 

Mich. 
C.  Maurice  Wioting,  Ohio  Farm  Bureau 

1:00  p.m.  Lunch 

2:00  p.m.     Chairmen  and  Recorders  of  Work  Croups 

to 
4:00  p.m.  Room  5042,  South  Building,  U.S.D.A, 

4:30  p.m.     Tea,  Whittall  Pavilion,  Library  of  Congress 
Open  for  dinner 
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PARTICIPANTS 
CONFERENCE  ON  RURAL  READING 

Mrs.  Clara  B.  Ackerman.  Extension  Service,  U.S.  Dept,  of  Agric,  Washington,  D.  C. 

E.  W,  Aiton,  National  U-H  Club  Foundation,  Inc.,  c/o  Extension  Service,  U.3DA, 
Washington,  D.C. 

Clifford  Alston,  Land-Grant  College  Consultant,  American  Institute  of  Cooperation, 
P.O.  Box  391,  Little  Rock,  Ark. 

0.  W.  Anderson,  County  Agricultural  Agent,  Rockville,  Maryland 

Mrs.  Atlee  Armour,  National  Hone  Dera.  Council,  Rising  Sun,  Maryland 
#Lester  Asheim,  Dean  of  Students,  Graduate  Library  School,  Universityof  Chicago, 
Chicago  37,  Illinois 

Mrs.  H.C.  3ailes,  City  Library,  Oswego,  New  York 
•frjulia  D.  Bennett,  Assistant  Director,  American  Library  Association  Washington  Office, 

Hotel  Congressional,  Washington  3,  D.  C. 
•a-Miss  Nora  E.  Beust,  Specialist  for  School  and  Children's  Libraries,  U.  S.  Office 

of  Education,  Washington,  D.C. 
*Mrs.  Goldie  Bittle,  Library 

J.L.  Boatman,  Extension  Service,  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agriculure,  Washington,  D.C. 

Sherman  Briscoe,  Office  of  Information,  U.S.  Dept.  of  Agric,  Washington,  D.C. 

Constance  Carr 

Gladys  Hasty  Carroll,  South  Berwick,  "aine  (Hithor) 
#Verner  W.  Clapp,  Library  of  Congress,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Sanford  Cobb,  Sears-Roebuck  &  Co.,  Chicago,  111. 
^Christine  Coffey,  Asst.  Ext,  Librarian,  Va.  State  Library,  Richmond,  Va. 

.Amy  Cawing,  Extension  Service,  U.S.  Dept,  of  Agric.,  Washington,  D.C. 

Lucinda  Crile,  extension  Service,  U.S.  Dept.  of  Agric,  Washington,  D.C, 

R.J.  Crohn,  New  American  Library,  501  Madison,  New  York  22,  N.Y. 

Warren  T.  Davis,  United  Educators,  Inc.,  6  I!.  Michigan  Ave.,  Chicago  2,  111. 

Dr.  Howard  Dawson,  National  Education  Assn.,  1201  -  16th  St.,  N.W.,  W ash., D.C. 
■wilancy  Jane  Da;.;,  School  Library  Supervisor,  Columbia,  S.C. 

William  DeHart,  University  of  Maryland,  College  Park,  Md« 

Mrs.  Orman  E.  Demorest,  Whitaker,  Va.  (Farm  Bureau) 

Gertrude  Dielcen,  Farm  Journal,  Washington  Square,  Philadelphia,  Fenna. 

Thelrna  Dreia,  Bureau  of  Human  Nutrition  and  Home  Economics,  U.S.D.A.  ,Wash. ,  D.C. 

Miss  Margaret  Dudley,  American  Book  Publishers'  Council,  2  W.  U6th  St.,N.Y.,  N.Y. 

Roy  B.  Eastin,  Jr.,  Superintendent  of  Documents,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Dorothy  Emerson,  Girls'  U-H  Club  Leader,  Univ.  of  Maryland,  College  Park,  Md. 
-xLuther  H.  Evans,  Librarian  of  Congress,  Washington,  D.  C. 

Mrs.  Lulu  Evanson,  Jamestown,  North  Dakota  (Farmers  Union) 
*Anne  Farrington,  Wisconsin  Free  Library  Commission,  State  Office  Building, 
fCadison  2,  Wis. 

Jack  Fischer,  Harper  C   Bros.,  h9   E.  33rd  St.,  New  York  16,  N.Y. 

Mrs.  William  E.  Fitzpatrick,  Route  1,  Lexington,  Va.  (Home  demonstration  clubs) 

Mrs.  John  Flock,  Eonnesboro,  Md.  (Farm  Bureau) 

Robert  Frase,  American  Book  publishers  Council,  812  -  17th  St., N.V/., Wash., D.C. 

Father  Fredericks,  National  Catholic  Welfare  Conference,  1312  Massachusetts  Ave., 
&•"*»'.,  Washington,  D.C. 

Ralph  Fulghum,  Extension  Service,  U.  S.  Dept.  of  Agric,  Washington,  D.  C. 
*Mrs«  Loleta  Fyan,  President,  American  Library  Association,  State  Library,  Lansing, 
Michigan 

Mrs.  Ruth  Gagliardo,  Kansas  Teachers'  Assn.,  1108  Ohio  Street,  Lawrence,  Kans. 

Gilbert  Goodkind,  American  Booksellers'  Assn.,  721}  Fifth  Ave.,  Mew  York  19,  N.Y. 
F*Mrs.  Mary  Keenan  Hadley,  Prince  Georges  County  Library,  Nyattsville,  Md. 

Florence  L.  Hall,  Extension  Service,  U.S.  Dept.  of  Agriculture,  Wash.,  D.C. 

Hambidge,  Oove,  Fooo  L   Agriculture  Organization,  Washington,  D.C. 

*Names  starred  are  librarians  who  attended  conference 


Extension  Service 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
Conference  on  Rural  Reading 
September  2^-26 


Who's  Who  on  the  Program 


Asheim,  Lester—Dean  of  Students,  Graduate  Library  School,  University  of 
Chicago. 

Carroll,  Gladys  Hasty- -South  Bewick,  Maine.  Is  the  author  of  a  number 
of  books  and  a  frequent  contributor  to  magazines.  Among  her 
books  aro  the  novels  "As  the  Earth  Turns, u  "A  Few  Foolish 
Ones,"  "Bunnybrook, "  "While  the  Angels  Sing,"  "Wect  to  the 
to  the  Hill,"  and  tvo  Juveniles,   "Cockatoo,"  and  "Hand 
Spell." 

Cobb,  Sandford--Head  of  the  book  department,  Sears,  Roebuck  8s  Company. 

Crohn,  R.  J. --Associated  with  the  New  American  Library  of  World  Literature, 
publisher  of  Signet  books  and  Mentor  books. 

Davis,  Warren  T. --President  of  the  United  Educators,  Inc.,  of  Chicago,  111. 

Day,  Nancy  Jane--Instructor  in  Library  Science  at  Winthrop  College,  Rock 
Hill,  S.  Car.  She  has  had  experience  as  both  teacher  and  librar- 
ian. Greenville  Public  Library,  Greenville  Woman's  College, 
Furman  University,  and  Florida  State  College  for  Women  are  among 
the  institutions  she  has  served. 

Eastin,  Roy- -Superintendent  of  Documents,  Government  Printing  Office. 

After  receiving  his  A.B.  and  M.A.  from  George  Washington  Univer- 
sity, he  completed  internship  in  public  administration  with  the 
National  Institute  of  Public  Affairs.  He  began  as  an  apprentice 
in  the  Government  Printing  Office  and  has  served  as  linotype 
operator,  assistant  Director  of  Personnel  and  assistant  Superin- 
tendent of  Documents. 

Evans,  Luther --Librarian  of  Congress.  A  native  of  Texas,  he  received  his 
A.B.  from  the  University  of  Texas  and  his  Ph.D.  from  Stanford 
University.  He  has  taught  in  Stanford  University,  New  York  Uni- 
versity, Dartmouth,  and  Princeton.  He  was  Director  of  the  His- 
torical Record  Survey  of  WPA,  chief  Assistant  Librarian  of  Congress, 
He  is  author  of  "The  Virgin  Islands,  From  Naval  Base  to  New  Deal" 
and  a  contributor  to  book  reviews  and  professional  journals. 

Evanson,  Mrs.  Lulu- -Jamestown,  N.  Dak.  Educational  Director  for  the 
National  Farmers  Union. 
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Jle  a.      .fet  can  be  aha  la  ***&  4one  by  public  Utawlw,    ache- 
colleges,   and  mi  varsities. 

tiro.   loleta  .?yan4  5iam  J«adfiX 
Harry  Mileham,  Saanrdag 


Tl«j  Present  Situation 


^lSl^tt«  SSSiTlth  book,  and  other  readi^  Aerials; 
af S£«  Se  awe  in  union  books,  bookstores,  and  libraries  are  sonatina. 
;M •  *t   -iviSe  "afiulta  and  children  greater  satisfaction  and  pleasure  in  read- 
iSr^d  SllStwl-  ^  see   *e  library  as  a  homelike  pine,  where  they 
will  get  '•'■he  help  they  want, 

34     'rfh-.t  Is  Bging  Done 

Sere  is  a  preliminary  Inventory  of  the    things  that  are  being  doae  *.*&  the 
devices  and  method-;  "being  used  toward  this   Midi 

BxlajfcUj^liSxarisss 

Bookmobiles  ^^ . 

Lists  of  suggested  reading  foi> various  ages  and  interests 

Book  stations  in  stores 

Bxhioite  of  booka,  and  reading  lists,   at  training  vorkr.nop^ 

Exhibita  of  art  and  handicrafts  raade  07  local  people  in  connection   with  She.x 

readingo 
SeTsnaner  columns  by  librarians. 

radio  progr-Eis,  including  announcementa  of  books,  by  librarians* 
Bhlldren's  vacation  reading  clubs, 

radio. 

Book  carnivals.  .  ,.  -,.«.-  s«,-b-« 

'nforniiuc  local  librarians  end  the  public  about  radio  orograica  on  books. 
SSS*  JrfTllS^-"  •*«*  available  recordings  of  book  and  reading  programs 

suitable  for  noe  over  local  radio  stations,, 
State  library  extension  services. 

Use  of  pawohlets  in  libraries,   including  giving  out  aucn  pasipnlets,  

Coordination  of  reading  with  u«e  of  tours,   field  trips,   films,  and  other  Usual 

In-service  training  of  librarians,  Including  volunteer  librarians. 

More  honelike  libraries  *ith  an  informal  atmosphere,    attractive  surroundings, 

naetel  colors,   and  better  lighting. 
Trend  toward  more  professional  librarians  and  fever  volunteer  librarians. 
Ubre.ri.es  in  stores  at  street  level. 
Tours  r.f  libraries. 


Problem  I,      Stimulation  of  Interest  ia  %ading  Among  Rural  Par-rp^ 

Topic  B„     V/hat  can  be  and  is  being  done  by  organizations  •-  extension  group  a, 
fana  organizations*  Parent- Teachers'  Associations,   churches,  etc, 

Mrs.  Mary  Svitser,   Gyms.  Leader 
Margaret  McElderry,   Reorder, 

l»    #kJLi&JUiftJiraj^ 

The  oasis  of  democracy  lies  in  voluntary  groups  and  organizations.     Organizations 
can  achieve   the  purposes  for  which  they  exist,   only  as   they  have  knowledge  of 
facts.      These  come  primarily  from  the  printed  word,  which  is  permanent  end  can 
be  passed  on„     -Therefore,    there  ia  a  noed  to  stimulate  interest  in  reading,  and 
organizations  have  a  responsibility  in   stimulating  this  interest- 

There  is  a  lack  of  reading  interest.     Schools,   libraries,   familieg  and  organiza- 
tions must  work  together  to  create  reading  interest,.     Their  ovm  vitality  is  in- 
volved,  and  we  believe   that  this  interest  can  be  stimulated, 

H.     j&a&JLjLhe&  pg,  .acne.; 

1,  Beading  programs  through  home  demonstration  and  3arm  Bureau  groups 
(Jackson,  H.   C0 ;   Jordan,   Ark, ) 

2,  Book  collections  available  at  meetings,   caa^a,   churches  and  schools 
(Armoure   Hda ) 

3,  Book  lists   through  libraries,,   State  colleges,   and  organized  publishers, 

4,  Written  and  oral  book  reviews  (Warncke,  Mich.)     Help  has  been  given  in  the 
technique  of  book  reviewing  through  clinics,   outline a,   etc, 

5,  Book  demonstrations,   given  with  bookmobile,   by  the  librarian  (Scoggin,   N,T  • 
Jackson,  N.   C. ) 

6,  Use  of  conferences  to  books  from  pulpit. 

7,  Contribution  of  books   to  local  libraries  (Jordan,   Ark,;   Switzer,  H.T.) 

3,     Discussion  of  reading  problems  in  groups  (Hutchinson.    Ohio). 

9a     Use  of  small  circulating  collections  of  books  and  oawDhlets,    secured  and 
distributed  by  missionary  grouos  (Rich,   H.Y.), 

10.  Hadio  and  TV  programs   to   stimulate  interest  in  reading  (McSlderry,    l:  "f ,  • 
Davis,    111.) 

11.  Encouragement  to  join  book  clubs  as  a  basis  for  starting  home  libraries, 

12.  Library  and  book  discussion  in  connection  with  Sunday  School,     Interpreta- 
tion of  books  by  librarian  and  local  people  (Armour,  Md. ) 
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Froolera  I.      Simulation  of  Interest  %Q  TOM 

Topic  C.     What  can  bo  and  Is  being  dene  by  reviews  and  criticisms   -   farm 
radio,  press,  magazines,   and  other  publications, 

Mrs.  Lulu  Svanson,  GjsjSl  2i&a&££ 
Clifford  Alston.    TLssftrdej: 


ESS 


Most  of  the  present  book  reviewing  services  are  of  little  value  and  many  bi 
unavailable   to   rural  neople, 

New  York  has  done  local  leader  training  schools  on  how  to  do  a  book  review  and 
how  to  use   tools  such  as   Saturday  Review,    Uorary  Journal,   etc, 

Few  publications  commonly  read  by  farm  people  carry  book  reviews.     Progressive 

Farmer  carries  book  reviews  directed  to  rural  reader  interest, 

Tjne  available   for  local  librarians   to  prepare  localised  reviews  limited. 
"Canned*  reviews  not  satisfactory,     Pew  weekly  or  -mall  dailies  carry  book 
reviews-     Very  few  radio  stations  cam'  book  reviews.     One  county  librarian 
in  North  Carolina  did  a  oopular  urogram  combining  music,    baseball   scores  and 
information  about  books,    so  well  done   that   the  Liberty  Broadcasting  Company 
wanted  three  programs  a  week  for  National  hook-up0 

North  Carolina  has  oro.ject  "Good  ?eading  for  Home  Demonstration  Clubs"  in 
cooperation  with  Library  Commission  and   '-intension  Service.     Illinois  has 
mimeographed  publication,    "Good  Reading  for  the  Family"  prepared  once  a  year 
also  reading  courses  in  cooperation  with  Illinois  State  Library, 

Television  programs  few  in  number  but  affective  when  *ell  done.     Reviews 
done  by  local  people  can  be  effective,    have  been  used  to  limited  extent, 

FegQwmgaftattona 

More  book  reviews  in  local  newspapers,  both  daily  and  weekly.     Should  be 
localised.     Here  book  reviews  in  magazines  commonly  read  by  xarm  zamilxes. 
Use  of  local   radio  stations  for  book  reviews.      Suggest  use  ctf  local  people 
on  programs  with  a  trained  parson.     More  annotated  book  lists  for  rural  schools. 
Get  book  publishers  to  do  more  advertising  in  local  papers  to  get  papers  to 
carry  book  review, 

Ose  of  hook  exhibits  at  fairs,   county  meetings,   etc,   with  an  annotated  take 
home  list  of  books  displayed.      Preparation  of  suggested  reading  lists  wi  »n 
librarian,    extension  oeople  and  commercial  book  people  cooperating.,     use 
>ocal  oeoole   to  give   short  book  reviews  in  groups  like  PTA  a,    extension 
»ro\»s,  Grange,  Farmers  Union,   etc..     Trained  personnel  be  encouraged  to  give 
informal  book  reviews  incidental   to   regular  work,      feample.   Extension  aeenl* 
might  mention  current  books   bhey  have  read  or  that  relate   to    specific  euojec* 
at  hand.     Got  in  on  TV  early  alth  book  review.     Suggest  that   this  conference 
might  be  followed  by  a  State  conference   to  discuss   the  situation  in   the 
specific  State. 
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Topic  B.     How  can  commercial  distribution  of  books  "be  extended  to  increase 
service  to  rural  areas7 

Maurice  dieting,  SrQHa  te$4&X, 
Sanford  Cobb,  Sftfltfflftg 

General  discussion  of  the  problems  involved  in  increasing  the  scope  of  the  com- 
mercial distribution  of  books  developed  the  following  points* 

1.  There  is  a  real  need  for  study  of  the  reading  tastes  -  likes  and  dislikes  - 
of  rural  readers  on  the  part  of  publishers  and  distributors. 

V 

a,  fiction  -  morpl  and  ethical  viewpoint 

b.  non-fiction  -  simplicity  of  style 

2.  There  is  a  need  for  schools  to  prepare  young  people  for  reading.     Heading 
should  be  fun  -  not  a  chore.     There  is  a  need  for  reading  clinics  for  adults 
in  rural  areas. 

3.  More  should  be  done   bo  play  up  the  values  of  reading  in  radio,   television 
and  movies. 

4.  Children  and  adults  should  be  actively  encouraged  to  build  their  own  home 
libraries. 

5.  There  Is  a  definita  need  f or  *tha  intelligent  stocking  of  books  for  s?le  in 
snail-town  newsstands  or  othosr  stores  that  may  handle  booke. 

6.  The  development  of  local  discussion  groups  will  encourage  people  to  aeck 
information  from  books, 

7.  Hvery  effort  should  be  made  to  encourage  the  dissemination  of  information 
ca  reading  through  county  demonstration  agents. 

Specifically  the  following  basic  methods  of  increasing  service  to  rural  areas 
were  proposed: 

1.  Train  county  extenfdon  workers  to  use  book  reference  material  and  advise 
them  how  to  secure  i n£ onnation  on  the  commercial  distribution  of  reading 
material  (induction  and  in-service  training). 

2.  Set  up  facilities  for  wide  distribution  of  prepared  book  lists  on  special 
or  general  topics. 

3.  3hcourage  the  adoption  of  basic  information  service  on  books  through  exist- 
ing commercial  agencies  (booksellers,  book  clubs,  mail  order  houses,  etc.) 

4.  Encourage  State  universities  to  conduct  short  courses  or  conferences  on 
bookselling. 
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Conference  on  Rural  Reading 
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The  Extension  Service  gives  guidance  and  encouragement  to  rural 
families  in  reading  good  hooks  and  assists  in  making  Horary  fa- 
cilities available, 

Tho  Extension  Service 

The  national  system  of  cooperative  extension  work  in  agriculture  and 
home  economics,  known  as  the  Extension  S ervice,  is  financed  cooperatively  by 
the  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture,  the  States,  and  the  counties, 
In  each  State,  the  Extension  Service  is  under  the  administration  of  the  State 
extension  director  at  the  State  agricultural  college.  The  State  extension 
supervisors  and  subject-matter  specialists  in  agriculture  and  home  economics 
have  headquarters  also  at  the  State  agricultural  college,  Extension  agents  in 
a  county  have  headquarters  at  the  county  seata  The  present  numbers  of  county 
extension  agents,  including  assistants,  are  as  follows*  Agricultural  agents, 
5,396;  home  demonstration  agents,  3,658;  and  4-H  Club  agents,  656, 

In  1950,  county  extension  agents,  both  white  and  Negro,  conducted  agri- 
culture and  home  economics  extension  work  in  more  than  3,000  counties  in  the 
48  States,  Alaska,  Hawaii,  and  Puerto  Rico,  The  estimates  of  county  extension 
agents  place  the  total  number  of  farm  and  nonfarm  families  Influenced  by  some 
phase  of  extension  work  during  1950  at  6,776,885, 

Extension  education  is  a  combination  type  of  guidance,  training,  and  in- 
struction that  provides  encouragement  end  information  to  all  members  of  rural 
families  in  their  desire  for  better  living  and  a  more  interesting  and  useful 
lifee  Extension  programs  are  based  on  the  expressed  needs  and  satisfactions 
of  the  ruial  people  themselves* 

The  printed  word  is  one  of  the  chief  means  extension  workers  use  in 
disseminating  technical  information  relating  to  the  great  variety  of  agri- 
cultural, homemaking,  and  community  activities  involved  in  farm  life.  Exten- 
sion workers  and  other  educators  have  long  9ince  learned  the  skill  of  trans- 
lating technical  scientific  language  into  simple  and  popular  form,  making 
scientific  knowledge  more  accessible,  and  useful  to  a  greater  numbere  More 
than  21  million  copies  of  bulletins,  circulars,  and  pamphlets  published  by 
the  agricultural  colleges  and  the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture  were  distri- 
buted by  county  extension  agents  in  1950, 

Broadened  Interests  Stimulate  Reading 


■ 


The  interests  of  rural  people  have  broadened  beyond  the  farm  and  home. 
Some  of  the  faotors  influencing  this  development  are!     Extension  activities, 
farm  and  other  organizations,  press,  radio,  better  transportation  facilities, 
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FACTS  OF  INTEREST  TO  CONFERENCE  ON  RURAL  REAPING; 
September  24-26,  1951,  Washington,   D.   C. 

(Fact  Sheet  prepared  by  organizations  participating  in  the  Conference.) 


THE  AMERICAN  LIBRARY  ASSOCIATION 

The  American  Library  Association,  with  headquarters  at  50  East  Huron  Street, 
Chica.foTl71iT~thi  professional  organization  of  over  20,000  librarians,  trustees, 
and  friends  of  libraries,    since  its  inception  75  years  ago,   has  sought  to  improve 
existing  libraries  and  to  extend  library  service  throughout  the  land. 

Librarians  recognize  their  responsibility  to  furnish  the  "know-how"   for 
library  organization  and  service  but  they  realize  that  the  need  and  desire  of  lay 
people  for  this  service  is  basic  to  sound  library  development.     Although  ALA  s 
professional  books  and  periodicals  are  written  in  lay  language  for  citizen  ^e» 
librarians  count  on  the  popular  periodical  press,  newspapers,   radio,  films,   televi- 
sion,  and  meetings  of  lay  groups  to  stimulate  a  desire  and  to  create  a  recognition 
of  need  for  library  service.     Popular  human-interest   stories,  book  reviews,   and 
subject  lists  have  been  used  successfully  in  periodicals  and  newspapers.     L  var- 
ans find  that  the  radio  proves  effective  for  book  reviews,   book  and  group  discus- 
Sons     story  hours,   and  spot  announcements  popularizing  the  local  library's  services. 
Librarians  are  now  investigating  and  using  TY  for  story  hours     book ^views, 
discussion  groups,  and  program  planning.     For  3  years,   through  l«»  K£ ^f  ol  film 
ALA  offered  consultative  service  on  film  use.     Through  its  demonstrations  of  film 
circulation  by  libraries, " in  Missouri  and  Cleveland,   it  showed  how  to  organize^ 
film  circuit  economically,   and  supplied  critical  film  evaluations  and  buying  lists, 
standards  to  use  in  judging  films,   and  illustrative  guides  to  effective  ******* 
Last  year,   87  libraries  throughout  the  country  used  17,032  films  which  were  used 
48,470  times  and  were  seen  by  3,738,446  persons, 

ALA  cooperation  with  lay  and  professional  groups,   in  providing  f°tive 
participation  and  in  providing  exhibits,   book  lists,   and  program  planning,  not  only 
'aids  the  organization,   but  enlists  support  in  expanding  these^  services.     As  an 
example  of   such  support,   rural  sociologists  have  given  extension  l^arxaaa  help 
in  developing  county  or  multi-county  libraries.     Close  cooperation  with  the  General 
Federation  of  WomenS     Clubs  and  Home  Demonstration   Clubs,   to  mention  only  two 
women's  groups,   has  resulted  in  many  new  libraries.     "Friends  ox   the  Library 
organizations  have  produced  substantial  results.      Similarly,    librarians  on  the 
State  and  local  level  find  such  cooperation  valuable. 

ALA  has  long  encouraged  the  use  of  demonstrations  of  county  and  regional 
library  service  to  convince  people  of  the  value  of  the  library's  services.     With 
few  exceptions,   once  people  have  had  really  good  library  service  they  are  willing 
to   support  it  with  their  tax  dollars. 

The  ALA  Washington  office  seeks  to  draw  Congressional  attention  to  the 
Nation's  library  needs.     All  legislation  affecting  libraries  is  followed  and 
promoted,   but   chief  emphasis  is  placed  on  legislation  designed  to  Jjrengthaa  and 
extend  library  service  to  rural  areas.     Pending  bills  provide  for  $7,500,000 
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the  jaiERiCAiJ  ?m:  rmmu  vwmss&m 

fhe  itoaorlcan  Farn  Bureau  Fedora fcion  has   long  supported  tho  development  of  rural 
libraries"     In~1946  the  "Farm  Bureau  supported  S.   1920  and  "I.  R»   G742,  which 
were  known  as   tho  Fublio  Library  nervloe   JeEionstration  Sills..     Cur  current 
resolutions  with  re.jard  to   rural   librarian  are  as  follows  ; 

"Properly  used,   the  public  library  offers  education  and   info  mat  ion  to 
all  citisens.     In  this   period  of  unrest  v;e  urge  rural  people  to  utilize 
all  available  Ctate  and   local  :::can.:    of  iraxihtainiuf"  and  ertendin-  ftdtfo 
school  find  adulb  libraries  v,  * 

Perhaps   the  noat  outstanding  work   bhat  has   been  done  la  this   connection  has 
been   in  the  'Vbate  of  I©v;a,     "7e  havo  written  for  sa.s  material  fron  lovm    ;bich 
v:e  hope  will  be  a -.-ails    le  during  fee  confovenuo  that  ni:;ht  be  of  assistants 
to  others   participates  i;    the    joni'er  nee,      This    program  in  leva  is  Bcmawhat 
typical  of"  Fern  Bureau   activities  in  this   i'ield.     The  Farca  Juroau  v;onen  publish 
each  year  a  list  of  looks  available  in  county  and  community  libraxiess  one 
covering  books   lor  young  people  and  one  for  adults..     Each  county  Tarn   !>ureau 
has  a  library  chairman  and    tb-rr  carry  0,1  a  contest  on  raadinr*  avvardinr  county 
prizes  and   finally  State  prices  for  both  young  people  and  adults    readirir;  and 
turniir-  in  roviev/a   of  the  books   listed  and  reconnendad  by  tho  county  and  r>tate 
vara  nuroau  v/orien's  or^nizatiore  .5 

Ha  thiii!;  that   the  progt&r.  for  rural  reading  am  adequate  library  service*  is 
essential  arid  should  be  encouraged  mid  developed  thro>i$iout  all  rural  .toirica, 
■*.'e  arc  looking  forward  to  tlto   conference  as   ri-;in£  u8  satie   ideas  as   to  how;we 
can  be  raore  effootive  In  this    fiold9 
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Extension  Service,  Division  of  Agricultural  Eeonomics  \J 

Washington  25,  D.  C. 

SOME  FACTS  ABOUT  RURAL  PEOPLE 
That  May  Be  Related  to  Library  Services  and  Reading 

1.  Population  in  the  United  States  1950:     Living  on  farms 15.6% 

Rural  nonfarm  (under  2,500) 20.6 

Urban  (plaoes  2,500%  over)    63.8 

2.  Population  by  regions  1940: 


Northeast   Rural  farm       6.4%  Rural  nonfarm     17 .0%  Urban       76.6% 

39.2%  24.1%  36.7% 

23.1%  18.6%  58.3% 

16.8%  24.7%  58.5% 


South   

North  Central 
West 


3.  Population  in  the  United  States  age  60  and  overt  1920   7.5% 

1950 12.1% 

4,  Median  years  schooling  completed  by  persons  age  25  and  over,   1940: 

Rural  farm 7.7  years 

Rural  nonfarm 8»4  years 

Urban 8«7  y*ara 

i.     Farms  in  the  United  States: 

With  radio  (1945)    ?2.8% 

With  electricity  (1950) 86.3% 

Within  l/2  mile   0*   all-weather  road  (1945)    72.4% 

6.  Counties  in  the  United  States  out  of  3,070  total  -  in  1950: 

Without  a  town  over  2,500  population   Number     1,076         35% 

ti  nun        5,000  ■  1,695  55% 

With  a  town  over  5,000  population         299       ^_10% 

7.  About  WO  oounties  have   only  county-wide   library  service,   and  about  600  are 
without  any  kind  of  public   library  service  within  their  boundaries.     There 
are  more  than  400  bookmobiles  -  in  38  StateB. 

8.  Average  expenditures  for  family  consumption  1941     (BLS  Bulletin  822) 


Food   ........ 

Automobile    . 
Medical  care 
Recreation   . 
Tobacco   .... 

READING    .... 


al  farm 

Rural  nonfarm 

Urban 

$  601 

$ 

513 

$  729 

104 

152 

223 

62 

71 

107 

27 

36 

101 

17 

26 

48 

8 

11 

23 

9.     Number  of  general  magazines  circulated  per  100  people   in  1942: 

Rural  farm 34         Counties  under  25%  rural   .....  44 

Rural  nonfarm  and  urban  ...  42         Counties  75%  or  more   rural   ...  14 

Prepared  by  E.   J.  Niederfrank,  extension  rural  sociologist,  USDA,   for  Conferenob   on 
Rural  Reading,  Washington,   D.   C,   September  24-26,   1951.  g78  ^g-51j 
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September  21,  1951 
BCOK  EXHIBITS 

A  very  successful  method  of  bringing  books  to  farm  families  in  communities  with 
limited  opportunities  to  see  books  is  the  "book  fair"  or  "book  bazaar."  A  book  fair 
is  an  attractively-arranged  temporary  exhibit  where  people  can  both  see  and  handle 
new  books,  and  order  those  they  would  like  to  purchase.  Book  fairs  are  generally 
held  in  schools,  but  a  parish  house  or  Grange  hall  would  be  just  as  suitable. 

Each  fall,  the  magazine  Scholastic  Teacher  encourages  its  subscribers  to  arrange 
for  book  bazaars  in  the  schools.  The  main  purpose  of  these  exhibits  is  to  show  the 
school  children  books  designed  for  them.  However,  parents  are  invited  to  the  bazaars 
and  it  has  been  found  that  the  inclusion  of  books  for  adults  is  an  added  attraction. 
There  is  no  reason  why  the  kind  of  book  bazaar  promoted  each  year  by  Scholastic 
Teacher  cannot  be  adapted  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  entire  community,  adults  as  well 
^^  as  children. 

Detailed  information  on  how  to  arrange  a  book  bazaar  is  contained  in  a  manual, 
Let's  Hava  a  Book  Bazaar,  available  for  25$  from  Scholastic  Teacher,  351  Fourth  Ave., 
New  York  10,  New  York.  The  manual  includes  drafts  of  publicity  releases  and  radio 
"plugs."  For  $1.00,  Scholastic  Teacher  will  send  a  complete  kit  of  book  bazaar  ma- 
terials, including  the  manual,  posters  or  streamers  and  book  jackets  for  display. 

To  hold  a  book  exhibit  of  any  kind,  it  is  essential  to  enlist  the  cooperation  of 
a  nearby  retail  bookseller  who  can  furnish  the  books  and  fill  the  orders  for  them. 
If  the  bookseller  is  some  distance  away  and  the  community  is  very  small,  he  will  be 
unable  to  invest  his  resources  in  the  project  unless  assured  that  the  exhibit  will  be 
widely  publicized  and  will  attract  people  from  miles  around.  The  best  assurance  of 
the  needed  publicity  for  an  exhibit  is  to  have  it  sponsored  by  as  many  community  or- 
ganizations as  possible,  including  the  newspaper  or  papers.  Help  in  finding  a  nearby 
^,  bookseller  who  will  work  with  community  organizations  in  putting  on  an  exhibit  may  be 
secured  by  writing  to  the  American  Booksellers  Association,  724  Fifth  Avenue,  New 
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U»  S.  Dept,  Agric. 

WORK  GROUP  ASSIGNMENTS 

Problem  I.     Stimulation  of  Interest  in  Reading  Among  Rural  Feople 

Topic  A.     What  can  be  and   is    being  done  by  public   libraries,  schools, 
colleges,    and  universities. 

Room  124,   East  Wing,  Administration  Building,   U.S.D.A. 

I.Irs.   Loleta  Fyan,  American  Library  Assn.,    Group  Leader 
Andrew  Olson,   National  4-H  Club  Agents'   Assn.,   Recorder 

Howard  A.   Dawson,  National  Education  Assn. 

Maxwell  S.  Stewart,   public  Affaira    pamphlets 

Gertrude  L.  Warren,  Extension  Service 

Caroline  Sherma  n,    BAE,   IE  DA 

Mrs  •    F.   B,  Wils  on,    Farm  Bureau 

J.    K.  Stern,  American  Institute  of  Cooperation 

Paul   Taber,    The  National  Grange 

* 
Nancy  Jane  Day,  School  Library  Supervisor 

Clyde   II.   Cantrell,   Library 
Madge  J.   Reese,   Extension  Service 
Gordon  Grant,   Church  Publishers'    Commission 
Roy  B.   Eastin,    Superintendent  of  Documents 
Gilbert  Goodkind,   American  Booksellers'   Assn. 
Nathan  A.  Hurwitz,    Book  previews 
Patricia  Watts  ,   4-H 
R.  A.   Turner,    Extension  Service 
Ernestine  Grafton,   Library- 
Helen  Douglass,    press 
Ti  V.  Smith,  Syracuse  University 

Howard  McClarren,  American  Institute  of  Cooperation 
Mrs,    BandeWator,  Science  Sorvico 
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Problem  II.     Availa^lHtY  q£  ..faftftLnfi  Pfi^ll^U^sLMssX^s. 

Topic  A.     Are  the  present  library  facilities  in  rural  areas  being  fully 
used?     How  may  they  be  supplemented? 

Marjorie  Luce,  fanm  $&&&&£ 
Robert  Wast;  Howard,  B&SKiXSbas. 

four  discussion  group  is  fully  aware  of  the  valiant  services  given  in  She 
field  of  the  rural  library  oy  our  snail  corps  of  underpaid  and  ofter.  unoaid 
librarians.     Me  offer  then  our  deep  thanks  and  our  future  airport.     In 
furtherance  of  that  support,   we  conclude  that  the  answer  to  the  first  ques- 
tion above  is  "no."     It  is  our  conviction  that  rural  libraries  are'  failing 
to  make  full  use  of  their  facilities  in  the  following  areas: 


1,  Finances. 

3.  Physical  plant. 

3.  General  staff. 

4.  Trained  staff. 

5.  Public  knowledge. 
5,  Local  trustees. 

?.  Cooperation  between  groups, 

8.  Cooperation  between  libraries. 


9e  Cooperation  between  libraries 
and  gret^a. 

10.  Book  selections. 

11.  -Mobility. 

IS,     Kan-interest,, 


These  conclusions  are  based  on  a  strict  discussion  of   the  question  as  stated.., 
namely,  in  a  four-hour  consideration  of  "present  library  facilities  in  rural 
^.reao.  rt     But  in  view  of  information  available  to   the  panel  from  the  tf.    3. 
Office  of   'Jdttcation  and  the  American  Library  Association,  members  felt  that 
the  question  itself  was  very  limiting  in  its  scope. 

» 
According  to  the  most  recent  figure 3  from  State  library  agencies,   30  million 
people  in  the  USA  are  without  access  to  a  local  public  library. .. and,   of 
these,   26,000,000  live  on  farms  and  snail  villages.     Hence,   in  view  of  recent 
census   statistics,   nearly  half  the  people  residing  in  rural  America,    including 
a  majority  of  our  fanning  population,   ere  without  public  library  service  of 
any  kind. 

Of  the  3,000  counties  in  the  USA,   only  ?35  provide  county-wide  library  ser- 
vices*..and  488  counties  have  no  public  library  service. . .ever   in  the  county 
^sat.     In  the  remaining  1859  counties,   public  libraries  are  supported  largely 
~oy  urban  taxation,   are  located  in  the  cities  and  larger  villages  and  are 
primarily  for  the  service  of  the  urban  population.     Only  throe  States 
(Delaware,  Massachusetts  and  abode  Island)  provide  free  library  service   to 
all  of  their  citizens.     This  service  ranges  from  63  cents  per  capita  per 
annum  in  Delaware  to   $1,56  per  capita  nor  annus  in  Massachusetts, 

Of  the  7„400  public  library  systems  in   the  nation,   only  334  have  annual 
budgets  exceeding  $40,000.     Another  1,916  have  overall  budgets  ranging  from 
$49000     to  $1.000...    and  2S222  have  annual  budgets  of  leys  than  $1,000, 
These  must  cover  all   their  expenses  of   salary 8   light,    heat,    rent  and  book 
purchases.     Members  of  our  group  cited  rural  libraries  in   their  home  States 
wi  fch  annual  budgets  as  low  as  $35, 
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Rural  Reading  Conference  Results 
Will  Challenge  Book  Industry 


A  STIMULATING  and  challenging  con- 
ference on  rural  reading  was  held  last  week 
in  Washington  {PW,  September  22),  the 
ratifications  of  which  will  have  increasing 
significance  to  publishers,  libraries  and  book 
distributors  in  the  months  and  years  ahead. 

For  the  discussion  of  ways  and  means  of 
encouraging  interest  in  reading  and  the  own- 
ership of  books  by  rural  people,  what  has 
already  been  done  and  what  remains  to  be 
done,  and  to  bring  into  focus  the  present  and 
potential  commercial  and  public  availability 
of  reading  materials,  the  Extension  Service 
of  the  Department  of  Agriculture  in  co- 
operation with  the  American  Library  As- 
sociation and  the  Committee  on  Reading 
Development  of  the  American  Book  Pub- 
lishers Council  marshaled  an  impressive 
number  of  men  and  women  experienced  in 
the  practical  and  philosophical  aspects  of 
rural  living — extension  workers,  librarians, 
representatives  of  the  Farm  Bureau,  the 
Grange,  the  Farmers  Union,  the  co-op  move- 
ment— and  spokesmen  for  the  book  pub- 
lishing industry. 

Who  the  rural  readers  are  now,  how 
many  of  them  there  are  and  how  many  more 
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there  could  be;  what  they  want  to  read  now 
and  what  they  would  read  if  they  had  access 
to  the  materials  were  questions  forming  the 
background  for  the  practical  discussions  of 
how  writers,  publishers,  librarians  and  com- 
mercial book  distributors  can  serve  these 
readers  better. 

But  the  conference  placed  little  emphasis 
on  the  commercial  aspects  of  the  question, 
and  rightly  so;  the  men  and  women  who  are 
daily  concerned  with  the  stimulation  of  read- 
ing, however,  wanted,  and  received,  the  as- 
surance that  when  the  desire  for  a  certain 
book  or  kind  of  book  was  created,  every  ef- 
fort would  be  made  by  the  book  industry 
to  reach  that  market.  Or,  as  John  O'Connor, 
president  of  Grosset  &  Dunlap  and  of  the 
American  Book  Publishers  Council,  ex- 
pressed it,  in  explaining  the  industry's  eco- 
nomic facts  of  life: 

"Those  practitioners  in  the  field  of  book 
publishing  who  have  had  the  good  fortune  to 
be  invited  here  have  sternly  put  aside  all 
considerations  of  selfish  interest  and  appear 
at  least  for  this  brief  period  on  the  side  of 
the  angels,  asserting  that  better  nature  which 
a  publisher  must  have,  in  the  necessary  ab- 
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